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Dear Pastor and Church family,
Never in our wildest dreams could we have imagined (along with the rest of the world) that our
lives would be turned upside down so quickly and for so long!
Over 219.764 people infected and 22.524 deaths in Spain! We know that although many
things were done right, several measures were put in place too late. One of the factors for the
large number of cases is due in part to the fact that in Madrid most of the 4 million people live
in apartment buildings. We share door handles, elevator buttons, stair banisters, plus subway,
buses and trains and this became the perfect breeding ground for the virus to spread like
wildfire. On the weekend of the 8th of March, (and hiding the fact that we already had cases of
the virus in February), huge manifestations all over Spain were held for “women’s day”, as well
as soccer matches and political meetings which brought 1000’s of people together. On March
14, the government finally declared a state of emergency and Spain went into lockdown.
We’ve now passed the 40 day mark and the number of daily deaths has finally begun to fall
ever so slowly. One person can go to the grocery store (where you wait in a line to get in
because they restrict how many people are inside at one time) and you can go to the
pharmacy, but nowhere else. No one is allowed to go outside for a walk (unless you have a
dog). This Sunday, Lord willing, the children (millions of them across Spain) are going to be
allowed to leave their homes with an adult for 1 hour per day to go for a walk. With everything
closed for what is probably going to be 2 months, Spain’s economy has tanked.
Pray! We personally know people who have died. Our hearts are heavy for the souls that went
out into eternity without knowing the Savior. The sense of loss is huge. Several of the church
people have lost their jobs which means no income. Some Spanish pastors will be having
serious difficulties because the churches are not meeting (no offerings coming in) and many are
bi-vocational and have lost their jobs. So much suffering and the long time of confinement has
caused many problems in homes and relationships. Pray with us that when this is past, the
hearts of many will be tender to listen to the Gospel message and be saved.
Praises and blessings Regular online services • Easter play by a church family in their back
yard • Encouraged and encouraging others • Men and boys meeting • Visitors attending and
hearing the Gospel • Ladies meetings • 2 Sunday school classes for kids recorded per week •
Missions Conference this weekend • Joy’s parents are well in Guadalajara • Our daughter Sandy
lost her job but her owner has forgiven her rent for another month • Eric and Amanda (and
grandkids) in Ethiopia are in isolation and well • Family meeting online - 1st time “together” in
20 years • Hugs and tears with our next-door-neighbor Charo in the loss of her mom • Baking
and sharing goodies with neighbors to show Christ’s love.
Learning in God’s classroom. Along with many of you, we know God has been teaching us
amazing spiritual lessons in this time of confinement. We do not know what the future holds,
but more than ever before, we are turning to Him and seeking HIS peace in this midst of this
very long storm. His word, His provision and your faithful prayers and support have surrounded
us each day. We pray that all over the world God will use what is happening for His glory and
allow many souls to be saved and christians to see growth in their daily walk with the Lord.
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Sunday, March 15, our
first Sunday services
during the quarantine.

Easter play by the
kids of one of our
families who are
blessed to live in a
house with a
backyard.

Video taping 2 Sunday school classes
each week for our children’s ministry.
Online family meeting from 2 cities in the
U.S., 3 cities in Spain and 1 city in Ethiopia.

Blessed by
technology as we
continue to minister

